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Field Day for the Sarasota County 
Auxiliary Communications Service in 
Florida last year was a multimedia 
event, with traditional SSB and CW 
contacts on the radio while live video 
of the operation was streamed overthe 
Internet using a webcam, an air card 
and the LiveStream video streaming 
site. The group operated 2A from Twin 
Lakes Park in Sarasota, as WC4EM. 

Operators in the foreground are 
Dick Hullfish, KI4EFJ (left), and Dan 
Cartlidge, WD4DC (right), at the SSB 
position. The CW station is in the back
ground. According to group coordina
tor and Sarasota County Emergency 
Coordinator Ron Wetjen, WD4AHZ, 
the group has some 20 members, 
although about half are "snowbirds," 
who come to Florida only during the 
winter. 

Field Day is supposed to be an 
emergency communications exercise, 
and this group got plenty of training last 
year, as the calm weather you see in 
the cover photo was soon replaced by 
the howling winds and torrential rains 
of Tropical Storm Debbie. The photo 
on this page, taken the following day 
by George Wagner, K5KG, shows Ed 
Garsen, K8DSS (holding the umbrel
la) and Bill Franklin, K4FLV, trying to 
stay dry and keep operating as long as 
possible. According to George, the 
group decided to shut down and head 
for home about a half-hour after this 
photo was taken. (Cover photo by 
Larry Mulvehill, WB2ZPI; interior 
photo by George Wagner, K5KG) 

No doubt about it: The M6 flare in sunspot group NOAA 1719 was the highlight 
of April's space-weather activity. NOAA 1719 was a relatively simple group, but 
possessed some spots of opposite magnetic polarity close to each other. The 
flare took place along the line separating these fields of opposite magnetic polar
ity. The M6.5 flare peaked at 0716 UTC on 11 April 2013 and lasted for 34 min
utes. It is noteworthy that NOAA 1719 was also the source of an M2 flare about 
a week earlier, while it was still near the east limb. This image is a capture dur
ing the event; the image is a good zoom on the blast area showing the post-flare 
coronal loops and the interaction with the surroundings particularly well. The con
tinuous series of coronal loops is called an "arcade." To watch a movie of a grow
ing sunspot region, go to: <http://g.nw7us.us/ZGHbzi>. (Photo credit: SDO/AIA) 

Expect some openings on 80 meters, 
similar to how 40 meters will be acting. 
Fairly frequent short-skip openings up to 
1000 miles are possible during dark
ness, but expect very few daytime open
ings with all the static and absorption. 

Sporadic-E propagation peaks during 
June and the summer months. Expect 
an increase in the number of short-skip 
openings on HF, and often on 6 and 2 
meters, with paths open between 50 
and 2300 miles. 

VHF Conditions 
The summertime sporadic-E (Es) sea
son for the Northern Hemisphere 
begins in force in May. Within the nor
mal E-layer region of the ionosphere, 
regions of abnormally intense ionization 
are formed. We do not yet understand 
why these form, but we do know a lot 
about how they behave. 

During the late spring and summer 
months, at mid-latitude a sharp in
crease of Es propagation occurs. 
Through June, you can expect to see 
20 to 24 days with some Es activity. 
Usually these openings are single-hop 
events with paths up to 1000 miles, but 
June's Es are often double-hop. Europe 
generally can be worked from the East 
Coast throughout June. Signals will be 

weaker than F2 signals, but with so 
many more stations on the air, these Es 
openings will be more utilized. 

Solar activity continues to be high 
enough to support occasional F-layer 
DX openings. During the daylight hours, 
monitor 6 meters for transcontinental 
openings, as well as between Hawaii 
and the western states, and the 
Caribbean and Central and South 
America. The best time to look for these 
are during the afternoon hours, espe
cially when conditions are High Normal 
or better. 

There is usually a seasonal decline in 
TE (transequatorial propagation) during 
the summer months, but some 6-meter 
openings may still be possible during 
June. The best time to catch an opening 
across the geomagnetic equator is 
between 8 and 11 PM local daylight time. 

Don't forget to check out CQ VHF 
magazine for more details on VHF prop
agation and conditions. If you use 
Twitter.com, you can follow ©hfradio 
spacewx for hourly updates that include 
the /(-index numbers. You can also 
check the numbers at <http:// 
sunspotwatch.com>. 
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