
When there's only one continent (other than Antarctica] from which 
you've never operated the CQ World-Wide DX Contest, and your travel 
genes are itching, well, there's really not much choice in the matter... 

CQWW CW From Down Under 
The VK2GC Story 

George, K5KG, at the VK2GC contest station. (Photos courtesy of the author) 

y XYL, Kay, and I jokingly said 
that there were only two places 
in the world we had never been 

—Australia and North Dakota. With that 
in mind, and not being able to find much 
of a reason to go to North Dakota (al
though I am considering it for Sweep
stakes), we decided that the time was 
right for a trip "down under." After 
months of planning, we took off on a 
five-week venture in early November 
2005 with both VK (Australia) and ZL 
(New Zealand) in our sights. Doing the 
CQWW DX CW Contest from the con
tinent of Australia was imperative, since 
over the years we had operated this 
contest, and many others, from five 
other continents. 

There were so many highlights to the 
trip. We met many fantastic contesters 
along the way: David, VK2CZ; Bernd, 
VK2IA; Serge, VK2IMM; Richard, 
9M2CNC; all members of the VK 
Contest Club; Dom, VK2JNA, and other 
members of the VK2MB club; and 
Martin, VK7GN, and his XYL, Linda, 
VK7QP, in Richmond, Tasmania, with 
whom we spent three glorious days 
seeing the spectacular sights of south
ern Tasmania. Martin patiently taught 
me to drive on the "wrong side of the 
road." His thoughtful coaching paid off, 
as I would later drive the Great Ocean 
Road, a beautiful but treacherously 
winding drive of 1000 km from Mel
bourne to Adelaide. Later in Rotorua, 
New Zealand, we had a magnificent 
visit with Graeme, ZL1ANH, his XYL, 
Roz, and their family. 

Knowing that we would meet a num
ber of hams along the way, I took a sup
ply of Florida Contest Group (FCG) 
Orange hats and shirts! Spreading FCG 
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Orange proved to be a hit with the con-
testers, as the photos tell. 

On a cold, rainy Friday before the con
test, Kay and I climbed the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge for her birthday. This 
climb to a height of 450 feet above the 
water is an undertaking not to be missed 
when visiting Sydney. Another thing not 
to be missed in VK-land is hand feeding 
kangaroos and wallabies; they are beau
tiful and gentle creatures. One evening 
in Tasmania, Martin and Linda took us 
to a night feeding of "tassie devils." When 
the devils feed, they put on a screaming 
fit, which is said to be why the early 
explorers named them "devils." 

In Alice Springs we had a memorable 
visit to the School of the Air, where chil
dren living on sheep and cattle stations 
in the outback—some 130 of them in an 

area larger than Texas—attend school 
via HF radio and modern video confer
encing that is transmitted over satellite 
links. Early radio gear all was built by 
Australian radio pioneer Alf Traeger, 
VK5AX, who built the first pedal wire
less for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
(The story of Alf Traeger and his early 
radio inventions can be found in the 
January 2003 issue of CQ^, or online at 
<http://www.antiqueradio.com/traeger 
_pedal_07-99.html>. Particularly inter
esting to read about is a typewriter-like 
machine that he developed to send 
Morse characters.) 

Radio Time! 
Enough of the travelogue, and on to 
ham radio. In advance of the trip, I spoke 
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