
George, K5KG/J3ABP, and Bob, W5SJS/J3ABQ. 

HMS Golden Island departing the harbor 
later in the day. 

During our stay on the island we had 
two interesting visits with Grenadian am
ateurs. Len Ehrman, J3AO, came up to 
the QTH for an eyeball QSO. Len is quite a 
c.w. operator, and we will always re
member him for his antenna farm; seems 
as though he uses an old hub-cap fed with 
a piece of coax as an antenna! We also 
had a most enjoyable visit with Don Atkin
son, J3AH (now J37AH), and his XYL, Bar
bara. Their home is situated high on a hill 
with a spectacular view of the Caribbean 
to the west. Don is quite active with a Sea 
Scout program on the island, and has 
been instrumental in obtaining a fleet of 
small sailboats for the scouts. 

Operation 
Once all of the equipment arrived, we 

were able to get down to some serious 
operating. J3ABP was set up in the exist
ing ham shack located in an upstair's 
bedroom. J3ABQ was set up outside on 
the downstairs veranda overlooking the 
St. Georges harbor. 

We operated very heavily from about 
2100 GMT daily and on into the nights, 
mostly with sizable pile-ups. Obviously, 
our most heavily worked bands were 20, 
15, and 10 meters, respectively, with 
some 52% of the contacts on s.s.b. We 
generally tried to cover 40 and 80 meters 
from 0400 to 0600 GMT. One-sixty meter 
coverage was sparce, as we could only 
load the 80 meter dipole on that band. Op
eration on 40 and 80 meters was concen
trated mainly on c.w. While working pile-
ups on the high bands, we announced 40 
and 80 meter frequencies to generate as 
much activity as possible. We tried 40 
and 80 s.s.b. and did make a number of 
contacts; however, we invariably would 
get "trapped" into long ragchews which 
slowed down the rates, so we found our
selves going back to c.w. more often. Ear
ly evening (0100 GMT ± ) propagation on 
40 and 80 was excellent to Europe with 
40 sounding like a good 20 meter Euro
pean opening from the states! 

After we had adequately broken the ice 
on h.f., the 6 meter, 5-element beam was 
assembled and mounted on the side of 
the 50 foot aluminum tower which held 
the CL-33 tribander. The 6 meter beam 
was pointed, as best as we could tell, on 
Miami. The Yaesu FT-625 was put on the 
air using a Palomar wide-band preamp to 
beef up the receiver. An Autek keyer was 
programmed with a repeating CQ, and a 
beacon was established on 50.110 MHz. 

The 6 meter rig was kept on every wak
ing hour in hopes of catching a band 
opening which, at best, would be scarce 
for that time of year in the tropics. While 
working stateside stations on h.f., we re
peatedly mentioned our 6 meter beacon. 
However, during the first week of opera
tion we had no openings whatsoever. Our 
big hope was that during the upcoming 
weekend, which would be a stateside 

Field Day with a flurry of activity, we 
would experience a band opening on 6 
meters. This, in fact, proved to be the 
case, and on Saturday morning several 
stations were worked. From that point on 
we really kept a close watch on 6 meters, 
as we did not want to have struggled 
down there with all that extra v.h.f. gear 
and have only a few contacts to show for 
it. That night a good opening occurred 
and some 20 stations were worked. Dur
ing the following week several more 
openings occurred, and our 6 meter tally 
was 67 contacts before going QRT. Inter
estingly enough, these contacts were all 
stateside and Canadian, none from the is
lands. We think this 6 meter operation 
was possibly the first ever from Grenada. 

Both the Yaesu FT-901DM and Icom 
701 transceivers performed well. The 
SB-200 also worked flawlessly, and gave 

us a real boost when heavy QRM condi
tions prevailed. The Palomar wide-band 
preamps helped immeasurably on 6 and 
10 meters and probably accounted for a 
great number of contacts with QRP and 
mobile stations which otherwise would 
have been missed. 

Our operation went QRT on July 1 after 
about 7,500 QSO's, and we had a safe 
journey back to Houston. The inundation 
of QSL's was overwhelming, and it took 
us three months to clear the backlog. 

What tends to make amateur radio so 
fascinating for us is constantly speculat
ing and planning for the future: how to im
prove on the next antenna, how to make 
more contacts in the next contest, where 
to go for the next expedition, etc. Of 
course, we wonder if we will be accom
panied on the next expedition by our 
XYL's! 
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